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AND ALSO

Lesbians Not Just From Lesbos

RELITERS
ATHENS, Greece - A Gresk cowt
has dismissed a request by resk
dents of the isknd of Leshos to ban
the use of the word leshian to de-
scribe gay wormen, according toa
cotrt ruling made public Tuesday.
Three residents of Leshos, birth
place of the ancient Greek poetess
Sappho, whose love poems fespir-

wrrien insulted theiridentity,

The conrt said the word did not
define the identity of the reddents
aof the island, and could be validly
used by gay groups in Greece and
ahmad. The plaintiffs were ordered
to ey expenses of S366,

“Acourt in Athens could not stop
people around the world from
sing [the word], Tt was ridiculous,”

B Carnbodian reporters

-
NEWSMAKERS
Crpean: Bopiaand DuonG SorHA have been
awarded the Heliman /Haromett Writers Aweard for courage in the face of
political persecution, Hurnan Rights Waich announced Tuesdy. Rights
Watch senior researcher Sara Colm said Tuesday the award recogmized
infrepid reporting in an increasingly hostile enviromment and also the
reporters’ principled stance during a labor dispute at formet Frenchdan-
guaze daity Cambodpe Soir. Staff went on striles last year to peotest the
politically motvated firing of a reporter, Chheang Bopha and Duong So-
kha refused o refurmn, opting to work at an independent Francofhmer
Web joumnal instead. Chheang Bopha said Tuesday she hoped the prize
would embolden other Cambodian reporters. “T hope with this prize that
that ather journalists may.-be a it more courageous, fonget money a fitde

ed the term leshian, argued that the said Vassilis Chirdaris, lawyer for ; . g : i
use of the term in reference to gay - Greeos’s Gay and Leshian Union. and sy what others are trylng to hide, " she said. (Dosgglas Gillson)
T l tion came after Monday's peace  15nation UN Security Council's  erally, then in an Asean context,”
enple... talks with Thailand failed to defuse  agenda for July, nor did Cambo-  Mussomeli said.
P — the tense scene at Preal Vihear  dian offidak know when the com “We're very impressed so far
A ' : temple, where officials say thou-  plaint would be heard or what the  with the restraint that Cambodia
(General Koichiro Matsuura on sands of heavily armed Thal and  UN could do. and Thailand have shown,” he
Meonday, Prime Minister Hun  Cambodian troops are stationed. Viemam, president of the UN  added. “When you have (hat memy
Sen accused Thailand of defying During the peace talks, Defense Security Council for July, has  young men with that many wea-
“all principles of international law™  Minister Tea Banh offered to draw - urged “both sides to use restraint,  pons in that close a prosdrity, there
with behavior that “gravely threat-  down Cambodian trocps stationed  avoid allowing complicated devel  alwaysadanger of vidkenee”
ens peace and stability in the at Preah Vihear and also remove  opments, and try to settle the out- Both Cambodia and Thailany
region.” the Cambodian market vendors at - standing issues through peaceful — reportedly agreed at Monday's bi-
The letter informed Unesco,  the nearby temple’s steps if Thai-  nepotiations in the spirit of fdend-  lateral meeting to not increase
which serves as the secretarial v bnd agreed o withdsw its troops - ship and solidarity of Asean,”  troop levels at Preah Vihear, but
the 21qation World Herdtage Conr and restore the sthetion to its pre according to a statement posted  Cambodian officials said Tuesday
miittes that mscribed Preah Vibear  July 15%evel, Hor Nambong said, Monday on the Vietnamese  that Thailand appeared to be in-
temyple as a heritage ste on July 7, Thailand refused, he said, and  Foreign Affairs Ministry Web  areasing its forces elsewhere along
of the Thai troop buildup around  contioues o claimits roops are o sile; the border,
the temple and fGiled effors o de- That b, The Vietnamese Embassy had Council of Ministers spokesman
fuse the tensions. Hor Mamhong said he asked  no updates on the nation's stance Phay Siphan said Thailand has
"As of 21 July 2008, the siston  Singapore, the chair of Asean, on Tuesday, amassed 10 arrmy tanks, attaclk hel-
has escalated further due to the  Meonday to form a fournation re- US Ambassador Joseph Musse-  copters and 1,000 troops near the
movement of Thai ariillery and a-  gional group fo help find a pesceful — meli, aller the meeting Tuesday  border with Oddar Meanchey
mored combat vehicles into the  solution to the “escalating” erisis morning, said he did not know  provinee,
area and the continuing Increase of  with “Thal roops with artilleries”  what stance will be taken by the And patroling along the border
heavily armied Thai soldiers™ near  and “tanks" bullding up along the  US—one of the Securily Council's  with Banteay Meanchey provinoe
Presh Vihear ternple, Him Sensaid  border, five permarent members—aoe did | are another 500 to 600 Thal troops,
in the ketter, which was made ik However, Thailand has “reject-  the US Embassy have a stance on up from 40 before July 15, said
able Tuesday by the Coundl of  ed any role of Asean in the mat whao rightfully owns the pagoda  provingal polioe chief Hun Hean.
Iinisters. ter,” Hor Namhong said Tues-  where Thal troops have amassed Hun Hean and Phay Siphan de
“The Roval Government of  day, leaving UN Intervention as  since July 15, clined to say how many Cambo-
Cambodia would like fo request the last solution, “Tt is siill very unclear that this  dian troops are stationed along the-
the Unesco to take urgent action Officials at the Thad Embassy in -~ has to go to the Seaurity Councll  barder, %
for the protection of this World  Phnem Penh could not be reached . 'Wee remuin hopefisl that this can be (Additional reporting by Kim
Heritage Site,” Hun Sen said in - for comment Tuesday. ressolved bibterally, and i not bikt- Q)

the letter,

Hun Sen also requested that
Linesoo ask the TN Security Coun-
dl and TN General Assembly “to
take measures that would lead toa
peacefil resclution and avoid any

Unesco officials could not be
reached for comment Tuesday,
Hewesver, last weell, Unesco Chief
of Uit for East Asia aned the Pacific
Glovanni Boceardi sald Unesco
woikd not intervene,

] don't think that it would be
within the mandate of Unesco, asa
specialized UN Apency mrkiﬂg in
the field of Education, Sdences and
Culture, to mediate between twio
couniries on legal matters refated
to territorial disputes.” Boccardi
] in e eqme] July 17,

The requests for UN intervers

In a statement posted kate Tues-
day on the Thal Forelgn Affairs
Ministry Web site, Thailand said
its representative at today's meet-
ing of Asean foreign ministers in
Singapore insisted that bilateral
negofiations continue without
Asean intervention.

The next bilateral meeting will
be held after Cambodia’s general
election, according to the Thai For-
eign Affairs Ministry, which said
Cambaodia acted prematurely in
bringing the matter io Asean,

Aecording (o a statement issued
Monday by UN SecretaryGenersal
Ban Kimoon's spokesman, the UN
leader is "closely following the situ-
ation” and is “concemed about the
ourrent escalation of tensions.”

Yet as of Tuesday evening, Cam-
hodia's complaing was not on the

Asean Fails To Achieve Breakthough on Standoff

SHGAPORE - Southeast Asian nations failed Tuesday to mediate 2 smolder-
ing border dispute between Thailand and Cambodia, which grabbed most
of the attention at a meeting of AsiaPacific powers, Foreign ministers from
Aszean met their counterparts from China, Japan, South Korea, India,
Australis and New Zealand for talks ranging from North Korea nuclear
diplomecy to food and energy security, But with Thailind and Cambodiain
a rmilitary showdewn over Preah Vihear temple, Asean has been distracted
fromm geopolitical issuwes by one of the periodic intrarmiral spats that feeds
skepticiam about the 4lyearokd group’s ambitions to become a coherent
political and economic bloc, Asean foreipn ministers offered their pood
offices to mediate the dispute at a working lunch Tuesday. Singapore
Foreigm Minister Geonge Yeo, host for this vear’s Asean ministerial meet-
ing, saicl bath sides “reiterated they were committed o a peaceful resolu-
tion of the issue." But no consensus could be reached for Asean to get
imvoheed, Yeo said in a statement, The dispute is testing Asean's unity while
itis in the midst of ratifying a charter that would tum the 41seaold group-
ing into an Ellslvle, rulesbased onmanization. “The border engagement is
not oaty relevant in terms of the problem that we see between the two
states, but also it could be a test to Asean,” said Malaysian Foredgn Mirdster
Rats Yatim, {Rewders)



